Wheaton North Falcon Band

ISU State Championship Itinerary

7:45  am - Arrive at WNHS

8:00 am – Rehearsal. On the field for final practice and run-thru, if possible. Everyone should eat before-hand AND bring a sack lunch for on the bus. Dress casually in the blue shirt.
9:15 am - Equipment loading: Bay 1 (front) – Drums and tuba on bus 1 (or truck), guard equipment on bus 2. Bay 2 (middle) – Large instruments (trumpets, trombones, mellos, and saxes, etc.) underneath the coach that you are riding. Bay 3 (back) – Uniforms (and hangers IN garment bags) – LAY THEM FLAT IN ONE PILE!! DO NOT BOARD the bus until the chaperones tell you to! (Seniors get first chance at seats) 

9:30 pm – Movin’ on out! Rules are the same as always. Since these are coach buses, bring movies!! DVD and VHS format, PG-13 or tamer.  Chaperones have the right to pull a movie at any time if they deem it inappropriate.

12:00 pm (approx.) - Arrive at Illinois State University and change into uniform. Girls first (on each bus). Boys second. Change quickly! Suggestion – guard do hair and make-up ASAP – like maybe even before we leave WNHS. Assemble instruments. DO NOT PLAY AT ALL!!!!!!! ISU is VERY VERY strict about this and gives penalties at the drop of a hat.  We WILL be penalized if you play, so DON’T – I MEAN NOT EVEN ONE TAP ON A DRUM OR CLARINET SQUEAK! 
EVERYONE must be completely dressed and ready by 12:30. We need to adhere to the schedule very strictly. If we are early enough, we will go in and watch bands immediately after changing.  You must be in partial uniform to for admittance into the stadium (gloves work...). (DO NOT BRING SHAKOES OR INSTRUMENTS IN WHILE WATCHING OTHER GROUPS). If we DO get to see other bands, you need to leave after LINCOLN-WAY NORTH HS. Check out the press box, it’s in an unusual place compared to every other press box on the face of the earth!!
12:58 pm - Depart for Warmup. (Hornline and Drumline). Pit prepare to leave for Pit warm-up area. Guard gather for warm-up (with all equipment).
1:12 pm – Warm up. Winds/Drums section warm-ups and music rehearsal. Pit depart for Pit warm-up area (only keyboards may play there; no rack playing). Guard warm-up in your area. GET FOCUSED! Physical warm-up then music (beginning at 1:26). You may not play until 1:26.
1:54 pm - Depart warm up for stadium. Everyone start toward gate – remember the stairs and the slope?
2:04 pm – Report to gate. (do you have butterflies in the gut yet?!?!)
4:03 – On-field warmup. Salvation, etc.
2:14 pm - SHOWTIME!!!  We are third in class 5A (according to SCHOOL size at this show) and the following bands are in our class too: WWS,, VJ Andrew. Lincoln Way East, Prospect, and some others. It is going to be a tough class. It won’t be easy! Aim HIGH – we want to hear our name called! They are taking more bands into finals this year (but most of them will be from smaller classes).
2:30pm - Photo. Don't sign anything unless you intend to buy it! Section photos for drumline, guard, seniors and freshman (and others who are organized).
3:00 (ish) pm – everyone load your equipment into the same bays as on the trip here FIRST, THEN change into street clothes. Bring a jacket or sweatshirt in case it gets cold (and it usually does!) Then – Dinner - Cool Italian Food! Everyone meet by the buses for instructions. Dinner will be supplied by the FBPO!! Make sure you say thank you to the mommies and daddies!

5:00 pm - Go watch the rest of Prelims. Do not leave campus! Watch the 6 A Bands then ISU Big Red Marching Mechine!! You know the rules concerning watching a marching band contest:  Give them positive feedback! You’re going to see some great groups today!
6:05pm - 5A and 6 A Awards ceremony. Drum Majors listen for your report time and location. Cheer if we win something, be classy if we don’t. Applaud for other winners. Do not leave until all awards have been announced. If we make finals we may need to get ready quickly!!! Be ready for anything.
6:30 pm - Depart for home if we don’t make Finals

9:30 pm – arrive WNHS
7:15 - Finals Competition. We may stay for the entire finals competition regardless of if we are performing or not...  

10:30 pm - Finals Awards Ceremony

11:00 pm - Depart for home if we do make Finals
1:30 am - Back at WNHS. Please leave the buses clean! YOU ARE NOT DISMISSED UNTIL EVERYTHING IS PUT AWAY! The more you help, the sooner that will be! 
