[image: image1.jpg]


World Renown Pianist to Join Wheaton North Wind Ensemble

James Tocco, Guest soloist, an Italian-American virtuoso, enjoys international renown as a recitalist, orchestral soloist, chamber musician, and pedagogue at the absolute peak of his powers. Beyond his vast repertoire of American masterworks, Mr. Tocco has been widely praised for his interpretations of Beethoven, Chopin, and Liszt, as well as 20th-century composers, and he is among the very few pianists to regularly program the keyboard works of Handel.  
Born of Italian parents in Detroit, Mr. Tocco’s love of music began in early childhood. At six, he started studying piano and at twelve he made his orchestral debut, performing Beethoven’s Second Piano Concerto. Among the countless awards that followed were a scholarship to the Salzburg Mozarteum and a French government grant to study with Magda Tagliaferro in Paris. His musical education was completed with Claudio Arrau in New York. International prominence came with his first-prize victory in the International ARD Competition in Munich, followed by a major triumph as a last-minute replacement for Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli as guest soloist for the Tchaikovsky First Piano Concerto at the Vienna Festival. In the years since, he has performed literally around the world on six of the seven continents He has collaborated with the world’s most imminent conductors with major symphony orchestras including the Berlin; London; the London, Cincinnati, Detroit, Chicago, and National symphonies, to name only a few.   Tocco has performed at the following international music festivals: Salzburg, Vienna, Schleswig-Holstein, Blossom, Ravinia, New York’s Mostly Mozart, and Spoleto (USA), as well as several others.

Mr. Tocco’s discography reflects his varied tastes and astonishing versatility: the world premiere recording of Bernstein’s complete solo piano music; an all-Copland disc, including the first recording of the solo piano version of the Suite from Rodeo; the complete Chopin Préludes; the complete piano music of Charles Tomlinson Griffes; Erwin Schulhof’s Cinq Etudes de Jazz; Bach-Liszt organ transcriptions; and the four piano sonatas of Edward MacDowell. Just issued to unanimous acclaim is Mr. Tocco’s recording of Corigliano’s Etude-Fantasy on Sony Classical.

In addition to his international performing itinerary, Mr. Tocco is Eminent Scholar/Artist in Residence at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, and professor of piano at the Musikhochschule in Lübeck, Germany. Mr. Tocco is also the artistic director of the Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. James Tocco is the uncle of WNHS Principal Jill Bullo.
